Degree of responsiveness to levamisole and factors influencing responsiveness and adverse reactions.
The individual response to treatment, and factors influencing this response, were evaluated by means of Lewi's mathematical model in patients with rheumatoid arthritis. Patients showed a graded response to anti-inflammatory agents ranging from deterioration through moderate to marked improvement. Levamisole was superior to anti-inflammatory agents in preventing deterioration or inducing marked improvement. Patients in an early stage of disease were the best responders and had fewest idiosyncratic reactions. The responses were independent of the treatment schedule used. A threshold dose of levamisole exists, but it is not critically dependent on body weight.